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Alberta Blue Cross® continues to support community organizations through COVID grant program

Based on the continued need for support, Alberta Blue Cross has brought back its popular COVID Community Roots
Program for 2022.

Since this program launched in 2020, Alberta Blue Cross has awarded a total of $262,000 to 59 diverse projects in rural
and remote communities across Alberta. Applications for the 2022 COVID Community Roots Programs will open on April
4.

More than $81,000 has been given to 20 organization in central Alberta, including the Mary C. Moore Public Library in
Lacombe, the SMILES Nonprofit Society in Millet, the Rimbey Neighbourhood Place Society, the Vegreville and District
Family and Community Support Services and four projects in Edson. Some of the funded projects in 2021 include the
following:
e The Town of Hanna—to utilize existing outdoor and community facilities to bring residents together and
reconnect with nature while following COVID-19 guidelines.
e Edson LEAP Society—to partner with current programs and organizations in town to enrich environments, allow
access to community life and support existing programs.
e The Village of Donalda—to create a community garden that will create a sustainable, long-term and low-cost food
program for residents while also offsetting the community food bank.

More than $110,000 has been given to 25 organizations in southern Alberta, including the Redwood Meadows Community
Association, the Grasslands School Division, the Exshaw Library Society and the YMCA of Lethbridge. Some of the
projects funded in 2021 include the following:
e Agriculture for Life Inc.—to fund a junior garden program from March to October, designed to engage Foothills
youth in growing their own food and harvesting and cooking fresh fruits and vegetables.
o Exshaw Library Society—to fund the BIN-GENIOUS project, which grants safe access to library resources to
parents in the Hamlet of Exshaw, the greater Municipal District of Bighorn and of the adjacent Stoney Nakoda
First Nation.
¢ Town of Strathmore—to support a community garden that will be a collaborative space for physical and mental
wellness, socialization, cultural knowledge sharing, natural spaces and intergenerational learning.

Finally, more than $71,000 has been given to 16 organizations in northern Alberta, including the Boys and Girls Club of
Whitecourt and District, Fort McKay Women'’s Association, Bezanson Agricultural Society, Fairview Fine Arts Society,
Grand Prairie and District Catholic Schools Education Foundation, Wolverines Wheelchair Sports Association, Little Red
River Cree Nation Health Services, Dene Tha’ Recreation and Cultural Society, Lesser Slave Lake Indian Regional
Council, Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, Chipewyan Prairie Dene First Nation and Whitecourt. Some of the funded
projects include the following:

¢ Grande Cache Community Outreach Program—to create mini pop-up gardens that will help address food security
and address the mental health benefits of gardening.
o Fort McKay First Nation—to buy supplies and equipment to start up programs and camps again, run by local

community members, and ensure they complied with COVID-19 safety measures.
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¢ The 4 Wings Military Family Resource Centre Society—to purchase chairs and other sanitation products to safely
open the society’s resource centre, which serves military families and other residents of the Cold Lake area.

See a complete list of funded projects at ab .bluecross.ca/aboutus/community-roots-funded-projects.php.

To support services in rural and remote communities, the COVID Community Roots Program offers grants of up to $3,000
for grassroots, community-led initiatives.

“These projects are helping to support the social, mental, emotional and physical well-being of people and communities
across Alberta through the pandemic,” says Brian Geislinger, vice-president of Corporate Relations, Alberta Blue Cross.
“We'’re so glad to be able to support these initiatives.

“We've received incredible feedback on the difference this program has made in supporting our communities through this
challenging time.”

Alberta Blue Cross created the COVID Community Roots Program in mid-2020. The program is funded through its
community foundation and is administered in partnerships with the Alberta Recreation and Parks Association and
Communities Choosewell, who help promote the program and review applications.

The application process for the 2022 COVID Community Roots Program opens April 4. Organizations eligible to apply
include non-profits, charities, municipalities, First Nations communities and Métis Settlements. Unregistered organizations
may apply with a partner organization. Interested organizations can find more information and apply online at
ab.bluecross.ca/aboutus/community-roots.
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For more information, please contact Sheena Moore, communication officer, Corporate Communications, Alberta Blue
Cross, at shmoore@ab.bluecross.ca.
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